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WHY RAIL?

Tracking Ohio's
Competition

Illinois: State support 
doubled passenger train 
service to 1,781 weekly 
arrivals/departures serving 
a total of 30 cities. Chicago- 
St. Louis tracks upgraded 
to 110 mph. Statewide rider- 
ship in 2006 rose 69%.

Pennsylvania:  Keystone 
Corridor ridership up 20% 
after $150 million invest- 
ment raised train speeds to 
110 mph. Statewide, there 
are 2,158 weekly arrivals 
and departures at 24 cities.

New York: Capital invest- 
ments totaling $200+ million 
since the 1990s produced 
2,356 weekly arrivals/ 
departures at 26 cities 
statewide and ridership 
growth of 26%.

Michigan:  State support for 
665 arrivals/departures 
weekly, 23 stations and 100 
mph service west of Kala- 
mazoo produced 21% 
ridership growth in 2006.

California: Invested $3 
billion since 1990 to expand 
statewide rail services to 67 
cities and 5,300 arrivals/ 
departures weekly. Record 
2006 ridership of 5 million.

Connecticut, Maine, Maryl- 
and, Massachusetts, Miss- 
ouri, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington and Wisconsin 
also have active passenger 
rail development programs.

Ohioans Pay Too Much For Travel
Round-trip fares to Columbus from:

Akron-Canton $116 $  5134 $ 34
Cincinnati $121 $1,388 $ 35
Cleveland $131 $1,178 $ 38
Dayton $ 68 $2,8265 $ 20
Toledo $117 $  7206 $ 34
Youngstown $165   N/A $ 48

Car     Plane   Train3

It'sIt's nearlynearly impossibleimpossible toto makemake manymany tripstrips inin OhioOhio withoutwithout a a 
car.car. WhereWhere itit stillstill exists,exists, busbus serviceservice isis slowslow andand cramped. cramped. 
TheThe fewfew intrastateintrastate flightsflights thatthat remainremain areare expensiveexpensive and and 
requirerequire time-consumingtime-consuming securitysecurity checks.checks. InIn fact,fact, mostmost Ohio Ohio 
cities have no intrastate public transportation at all.cities have no intrastate public transportation at all.

OhioOhio hashas aa strongstrong traveltravel marketmarket thatthat isis beingbeing ignored.ignored. State State 
incentivesincentives areare neededneeded toto getget itsits transportationtransportation systemsystem back back 
on track. After all...on track. After all...

OhioOhio isis thethe nation'snation's seventh-mostseventh-most populouspopulous andand the the 
ninth-most densely populated state;ninth-most densely populated state;
500,000 Ohioans have no car available;500,000 Ohioans have no car available;
More households have one car or an unreliable car;More households have one car or an unreliable car;
OhioOhio hashas 1.61.6 millionmillion residentsresidents 6565 yearsyears andand olderolder whowho are are 
atat riskrisk ofof isolation,isolation, aa numbernumber thatthat willwill riserise asas Baby Baby 
Boomers age and become less mobile;Boomers age and become less mobile;
OnlyOnly sevenseven OhioOhio citiescities havehave stationsstations servedserved byby passenger passenger 
trains,trains, justjust 148148 arrivals/departuresarrivals/departures perper week,week, andand 80%80% of of 
those are between the hours of midnight and 6 a.m.;those are between the hours of midnight and 6 a.m.;
PassengerPassenger trainstrains promotepromote economiceconomic developmentdevelopment near near 
stations and cut oil consumption and carbon emissions. stations and cut oil consumption and carbon emissions. 

NOTES: Cost is for one person; 80% travel alone
1. Source: IRS 2007 rate (48.5 cents per mile).
2. Fares for March 7, 2007.
3. Estimated, based on Amtrak fares; Columbus is
  largest metro in USA lacking passenger trains.
4. Via Detroit, takes 3+ hours each way.
5. Via Cincinnati, takes 2.5 hours each way.
6. Via Cleveland, takes 3+ hours each way.
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Request: Support in- 
creased $$ for ORDC & 
the Ohio Hub plan; work 
to increase state $$ to 
match federal funding.


