
Request: Increase state 
funding for transit to a 
level that is competitive 
with funding levels in 
surrounding states.

Portland: $1.6 billion in new 
light-rail lines generates $2.4 
billion in new economic 
activity. More new rail lines 
opening -- streetcars, light- 
rail, regional commuter rail.

Denver:  Ridership doubles 
projections since system 
opened in 2000. Spin-off de- 
velopment soars past $1 
billion. Voters approve $4.7 
billion rail expansion plan.

St. Louis: Transit use city- 
wide increased by 10 million 
trips annually with light-rail. 
System expanded in 2006.

Dallas:  $800 million in new 
light-rail and regional com- 
muter rail routes create $3.7 
billion in economic growth.

Albuquerque: In 2006, new 
12-mile commuter rail line 
draws 1,800 riders daily, or 
equivalent of 50 full buses.

Minneapolis: Hiawatha LRT 
ridership is 60% above 
expectations since its 2003 
start. More rail lines due.

Salt Lake City: Use of public 
transit triples after 1999 
opening of TRAX light-rail 
system which doubled its 
ridership expectations. 44 
miles of 120-mile regional 
rail system opens in 2008.

Sacramento: Transit use 
citywide doubles since 1987 
opening of light-rail system. 
30% of all transit ridership is 
on rail that is just 1.3% of 
citywide transit route miles.

Tracking Ohio's
Competition

Ohio's loudest voice for
transportation choice

(614) 228-6005  www.allaboardohio.org

WHY TRANSIT?
MostMost OhioOhio metrometro areasareas areare barelybarely growinggrowing inin populationpopulation but but 
theirtheir developeddeveloped areasareas areare rapidlyrapidly sprawlingsprawling outwardoutward along along 
newnew oror widerwider highways.highways. ThoseThose areare aa directdirect resultresult ofof state state 
spending which puts 98% of transport dollars into roads.spending which puts 98% of transport dollars into roads.

MoreMore investmentinvestment inin transit,transit, includingincluding light-rail,light-rail, regional regional 
commutercommuter rail,rail, busbus rapidrapid transittransit andand transit-oriented transit-oriented 
developmentdevelopment willwill provideprovide anan antidoteantidote toto sprawlsprawl andand give give 
OhioansOhioans freedomfreedom fromfrom ourour overdependenceoverdependence onon cars.cars. WhyWhy is is 
this important? Because...this important? Because...

ResidentsResidents inin OhioOhio metrometro areasareas spendspend moremore onon transpor- transpor- 
tationtation thanthan thosethose inin NewNew YorkYork City,City, Chicago,Chicago, LosLos Angeles, Angeles, 
San Francisco, Seattle, Denver and elsewhere;San Francisco, Seattle, Denver and elsewhere;
30%30% ofof aa typicaltypical householdhousehold budgetbudget inin Cincinnati,Cincinnati, Cleve- Cleve- 
land,land, Columbus  andColumbus  and ToledoToledo goesgoes toto transportationtransportation (24% (24% 
to housing) preventing families from building wealth;to housing) preventing families from building wealth;
HavingHaving betterbetter transittransit andand walkablewalkable communitiescommunities cancan cut cut 
Ohioans'Ohioans' transportationtransportation costscosts byby $6,200$6,200 perper year,year, allow- allow- 
ing more money to stay in the local economy;ing more money to stay in the local economy;
JobJob growthgrowth areasareas areare inaccessibleinaccessible toto thosethose whowho needneed jobs jobs 
mostmost ---- 70%70% ofof newnew jobsjobs areare inin thethe suburbssuburbs whilewhile 58%58% of of 
needy families are in the core cities;needy families are in the core cities;
Transit raises downtown's prominence as a job center;Transit raises downtown's prominence as a job center;
TransitTransit improvesimproves airair quality,quality, independenceindependence fromfrom foreign foreign 
oil, reduces commuter stress and raises productivity. oil, reduces commuter stress and raises productivity. 

Ohio's Eight Largest Cities
2000 Census (doesn't count those with unreliable car)

Akron 13.22%  27,996
Canton 15.44%  11,989
Cincinnati 23.37%  74,411
Cleveland 24.57% 114,289
Columbus 10.31%  71,503
Dayton 19.97%  30,962
Toledo 12.06%  37,005
Youngstown 18.01%  13,850

percent of         # of people
households        w/ no access
 w/ no car       to a car


