OHIO DEPARTMENT OF ?M&N%P@ ITATION

CenTrAL Orror, PO, Box 890, Copina . Omno 432 1 6-080890

Navember 17, 2006

Mr. David Beach

Executive Director

Eoo City Cleveland

3300 Lorain Avenue, Suite 301
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Dear My, Beach:

Thank you for your letter of September 28", restating your organization’s interest in the
accommodation of bicyclists and pedestrians on a new Central Viaduet bridge or
rehabilitated structure.

We truly appreciate Eco City Cleveland’s efforts to improve transportation and urban
design in Cleveland, and promote bicyele accommodation in transporiation projects.
There is a great divide, however, between ODOT s concept of the highest and best use of
limited transportation funds and the accommodation of bicvele fac E.}i.f_z,.:: on this structure,
As a point of departure, T would like to correct the assertion that “'buﬁd%ng a
bike/pedestrian &mmz%y on the lonerbelt Bridge is requived by law.” Relevant to this
project, federal law’ states:

(¢} Bridges.—In any case whers s highway bridge deck being replaced or rehabilitated with
Frderal financial participation is located on a ighovay on which bieveles are permitied to operate
at each end of such bridge, and the Secretary determines that the safe accommodation of bicycles
can be provided at reasonable cost as part of such replacement or rehabilitation, then such bridge
shall be so replaced or rehabititated as to provide such safe accommodations.

In implementing this law, the Federal Highway Adminisiration {FHWA) further refines
and clarifies its policy for accommodating pedestrians and bicyvelists. Its policy? states:

The sufe accormmodation of pedestrizny and bicyolists should be given full consideration during the
developiment of Pederal-aid highway prajects, and during fhe construction of such projects. The speeial needs
for the elderdy and the handicapped shall be considered in sl Federai-aid projects that include pedestrian
facilities. Where cuyrent or anticipated pedestrian apd/or bicyele traffie presents o potential coatlict with
motor vehicle traffle, every effors shadl be made to minimize the detrimental effects on all highway users whe
share the facility. On highways withowt full control of

123 USC Section 217 serves a3 the busis for FHWAY Bieyele & Pedestrian Progran &8 implementod i 25 CPR 652,

2 40 FR G662, Mar, 32, 1984, § 6525 “Poliny”
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