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Establish a task force to assess and address barriers to 
new vacant land reutilization strategies, including zoning, 
building and health codes, access to city land and water, 
etc. 
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Adopt land use decision-making mechanism for properties 
in Cleveland’s land bank based on the flow chart 
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Explore ways to streamline the disposition of properties in 
the city’s land bank and make the process more objective; 
the goal would be to have a 2-3 month turnaround from 
when the site comes into the landbank until final 
disposition. 
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Encourage the use of hydrological data and soil 
characteristics as guiding factors for determining future 
land uses and stormwater management strategies at the 
city-wide level and in neighborhood master plans 
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Develop new ways to classify and geo-code vacant land in 
the city’s GIS system to identify sites that have 
the strongest potential for real estate development, green 
space expansion, and the provision of specific 
ecosystem services, as well as sites that have 
environmental contaminants. 
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  KSU Urban 
Design 

Collabor. 

Develop more detailed, parcel-based mapping of 
environmental contamination that distinguishes highly 
contaminated sites from those with lower levels of 
contamination; include this information in the city’s 
GIS parcel data. 

 
 

X 

        
 

X 

 
 
 

Cuyahoga 
County 

Brownfield staff 

Develop parcel-level mapping of sites where children have 
tested positive for elevated blood-lead levels. 
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  KSU  UDC 

Map and document wetland criteria (hydric soils, 
hydrophytic vegetation, and water regime) and 
drainage patterns 
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         KSU UDC 
CSWCD 

Map and document soil properties (HSG, water table, 
bedrock depth, permeability, moisture content, 
Ph, erosion, organic matter, and slope) from secondary 

 
X 
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sources. 
Delineate areas of existing vegetative cover throughout the 
city using recent aerial photographs. 
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Expand the area devoted to green space and land 
preservation in the 2020 future land use plan to include 
riparian areas, headwater protection zones, and elements 
of the County GreenPrint; promote the use of 
Green Overlay District Zoning to protect these areas. 

 
X 

     
X 

    Cuyahoga 
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Adopt design guidelines and review process to establish 
minimal areas for ecosystem preservation in riparian and 
headwaters areas. Determine appropriate method to define 
terms (setback distance, hydrologic functions, and 
environmental classifications) and means to administer 
regulations. 
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 Enhance existing lower quality wetlands, preserve existing 
higher quality wetlands, and create new wetland systems 
with appropriate vegetated buffers where feasible. 
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Parks 

Encourage or mandate the use of bioswales and pervious 
paving for all new off street parking lots. 
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Encourage the creation of rain gardens on residential 
properties, especially side yard expansions 
on vacant lots 
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Link green infrastructure projects to the Cleveland Carbon 
Fund, where appropriate. 
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Prioritize agricultural land uses in the city through the 
creation of a new land use category for urban agriculture to 
aid in long-term planning and land security for urban 
farmers and community gardeners.; revise Urban Garden 
District zoning classification as appropriate. 

 
X 

          

Establish a goal that every Cleveland resident will be within 
a half-mile radius of a community garden or market garden. 
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  OSU Ext, Clv 
Bot Gdn,CDCs 

 Integrate permanent garden space in model 
block/neighborhood planning; establish strategies 
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      Neighborhood 
Progress, 



for controlling use and new models for holding land (i.e. re-
zone to urban garden district, transfer 
ownership of land to community land trust, long term land 
leasing with ability to fence and secure). 

CDCs 

Develop policies and practices within City Water 
Department that streamline urban farmers and gardeners 
access to water. Establish water rates that are not 
prohibitive for agricultural uses. 
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Explore potential for a municipal composting facility. 
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Energy Generation 
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Support the adoption of an Ohio Renewable Energy 
Portfolio and consider incentivizing the generation and use 
of renewable energy at the local level 
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Green Energy 
Ohio 

Support efforts toward energy conservation and 
optimization, as well as energy production, at a 
citywide level. 
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