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October 16, 2007 
 
Board of County Commissioners 
Cuyahoga County 
1219 Ontario Street, 4th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation wishes to voice our support for adaptive reuse of 
Marcel Breuer’s Ameritrust Tower.  The National Trust is a private, nonprofit membership organization 
dedicated to protecting the irreplaceable.  Our Washington, D.C. headquarters staff, six regional offices 
and 28 historic sites work with the Trust’s quarter-million members and thousands of local groups in all 
50 states. 

 
As you know, the Ameritrust Tower is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and is 

architecturally significant as Breuer’s only realized design for a skyscraper.  We understand you would 
consider selling the complex to an interested buyer for redevelopment.  The National Trust strongly 
encourages you to investigate this possibility to save the building from the landfill through sale to a 
preservation-sensitive developer committed to saving both the Rotunda and the Ameritrust Tower. 

 
In our experience, historic structures from the recent past can be successfully renovated to meet 

today’s needs and provide an interesting contrast to adjacent classically-styled historic buildings.  The 
recent rehabilitation of Minneapolis’s Farmers and Mechanics Bank, portions of which were built in both 
1942 and 1963, is a case in point (see enclosed).  

 
Private development of the Ameritrust Tower would also open the door to use of federal and state 

historic tax credits, powerful tools for rehabilitation and economic revitalization across the country.  In 
our experience, rehabilitation of historic buildings often provides cost savings over demolition and new 
construction, when all factors are taken into account.  Seeking a private development solution would not 
only be fiscally responsible, it would serve the public’s interest by keeping materials from the demolished 
building out the landfill and avoiding the unnecessary waste of the Tower’s embodied energy.  

 
The National Trust hopes you will seriously consider a preservation solution for Marcel Breuer’s 

Ameritrust Tower, either through continued county use or through sale to a preservation-minded new 
owner.  We thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact myself or Jennifer 
Sandy, Field Representative for Ohio, to discuss this matter or if we can be of any assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Royce A. Yeater, AIA 
Midwest Director 






