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Regional Stormwater Management

� Flooding, erosion, and water 
quality problems are 
increasing throughout 
Northeast Ohio

� Regional stormwater
management is needed to 
address problems and 
minimize new concerns

� NEORSD has the mandate, 
authority, and skills to 
implement this regional 
program



Stormwater: 
quantity 
problems











Stormwater: quality problems









Regional stormwater management: 
it’s all about watersheds
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Regional Stormwater Management 
Mandate

� Judge McMonagle mandated District to:

“develop a detailed integrated capital 
improvement plan for regional management of 
wastewater collection and storm drainage to 
identify a capital improvement program for the 
solution of all intercommunity drainage 
problems (both storm and sanitary) in the 
District”

� ORC Chapter 6119 Authority
� NEORSD Stormwater Management Code



Regional Stormwater System 
= channels and pipes 
draining 300 acres or more 
(approximately 450 miles)



We will develop 
stormwater
master plans



We will perform 
inspection and 
maintenance



We will perform 
inspection and 
maintenance



We will build projects



We will restore 
streams

Chevy Branch 
stream restoration



We will restore 
streams

West Creek dam 
removal and stream 
restoration



We will fix problems



We will encourage 
good practices



Paying For Better Stormwater
Management: 

Impervious Surface Fee

Roof + driveway

= 1.0 Equivalent 
Residential Unit (ERU)

= 3,000 square feet of 
impervious surface

“The more you pave the more you pay.”

Residential property:



2010 Stormwater Fee

Total revenue required ($)

Total impervious area 
(in ERUs)

$4.75 per 
ERU per 
month



Residential Stormwater Fee: 
Three Tiers

� Small house
� Less than 2,000 square feet of impervious surface
� $2.85/month, $34.20/year 

� Medium house 
� 2,000 to 4,000 square feet of impervious surface
� $4.75/month, $57/year

� Large house 
� More than 4,000 square feet of impervious surface
� $8.55/month, $102.60/year

� Homestead rate 
� For those who qualify for water/sewer
� $1.95/month, $23.40/year



Roof + parking lot
= 120,000 sq. ft. 
= 40 ERUs
= $190/month
= $2,280/year
(less any credits)

Non-residential Stormwater Fee:
(Residential property: Roof + driveway = 3,000 sq. ft. = 1 ERU)

Non-residential property:
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Stormwater Fee Credits

� Financial incentive to manage 
stormwater at source:
� Reducing regional costs 
� Encouraging environmental stewardship
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Stormwater Fee Credit 
Categories

� Individual Residential Property Credit: 25%
� Stormwater Quantity Credit: Up to 50%

� Individual or Group Application

� Stormwater Quality Credit: Up to 25%
� Individual or Group Application

� Education Credit: 25%
� Individual School or District-wide 



��

How to get an Individual 
Residential Property Credit

� District-approved Stormwater Control 
Measures include:
� Rain Gardens
� On-Site Stormwater Storage (rain barrels, 

cisterns, etc.) 
� Impervious Surface Reduction 
� Pervious Pavement
� Vegetated Filter Strips
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Individual Residential 
Property Credit
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Stormwater Quantity Credit
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Stormwater Quantity Credit
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Stormwater Quality Credit
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Implementation

� Board of Trustees approved the program in 
January, 2010

� Credit manual is currently available, including 
applications
� http://www.neorsd.org/stormwatercreditmanual.php

� October 2010
� First stormwater bills – depending on Declaratory 

Judgement process

� Will be ready to begin maintenance and 
construction activities as soon as first bills go out


